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finally, how the heat of the sun dissolved the wax and Icarus came tumbling down.
Teutonic mythology contains the story of Wieland the Smith. This genius was deprived of the use of his feet by the King of Jutland. In order to travel about in spite of this difficulty, he made himself a flying cloak of feathers, and flew away with it to his own country.
Ariosto, in " Orlando Furioso," written in the fifteenth century, describes Astolpho, an English knight, flying to the source of the Nile, a suggestion for geographical exploration which has appealed strongly to aeronauts, and may some day be fulfilled :
" 'Twixt Atlas' shaggy ridges and the shore, He viewed each region in his spacious round ; He turned his back upon Carena hoar, And skimmed above the Cyrensean ground ; Passing the sandy desert of the Moor, In Albajada, reached the Nubian's bound ; Left Battus' tomb behind him on the plain And Ammon's now dilapidated fane."
In Hatton Tumor's '' Astra Castra," mention is made of the Automaton Dove invented by Archytas of Tarentum :
" Many accounts of this sort appear to have been given in the name of Democritus by ignorant men, who sheltered themselves under the rank and authority of others- But that which Archytas the Pythagorean is related to have invented and perfected is not less marvellous, though it appears less absurd, for many men of eminence among the Greeks, and Favorinus the philosopher, a most vigilant searcher into antiquity, have, in a most positive manner, assured us that the model of a dove or pigeon formed in wood by Archytas was so contrived as by a certain mechanical art and power to fly : so nicely was it balanced by weights, and put in motion by hidden and enclosed air."
Roger Bacon, in the thirteenth century, described a plan of navigating the air. He assumed that the